Dear Mr. Bolten:

As a scientist using Facility X, I urge you to significantly increase the funding for the physical sciences, mathematics, engineering, and computing in the FY05 budget, as recommended by the President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST), industrial leaders, and a broad spectrum of the scientific community.  President Bush has provided significant increases for the NASA Space Science Program during his Administration and has signed the authorization bill for NSF. The President deserves strong words of praise for taking these steps. I believe the next step is to increase the budgets of other major funding agencies of these fields, in particular the DOE Office of Science. 

Increases in funding would be used to take advantage of many opportunities in a wide range of scientific fields. For example, in the X program of DOE Office of Science, increased funding could be used for … As a user of the Y facility funded by program X, I have seen first hand the contributions of this program and facility. In particular, …

Substantial, sustained increases in the budgets for physical sciences, mathematics, engineering and computing are needed to ensure that the United States remains both economically and physically secure in the 21st century and to strengthen the supply of scientists and engineers for American industry and National Laboratories. 

We rely on you at the Office of Management and Budget to address these critical national research areas, by ensuring that the FY05 final budget request for the Office of Science includes an increase of $500 M over the FY04 enacted levels. 

Sincerely,

CC Marcus Peacock

