Dear Senator:

I write to you as a resident of <State> and a scientist who depends heavily on Facility X operated by the Department of Energy’s Office of Science.  At this critical juncture of the budgetary process, I ask you to urge the conferees for the Energy and Water Appropriations Bill to allocate funds for the Office of Science at a level that is no lower than $3.48 billion, as called for in the House bill.

Italicized paragraph goes here.
The DOE’s Office of Science, as the largest federal sponsor of the physical sciences, plays a vital role in our nation’s scientific enterprise, leading to a stronger workforce, a more robust economy and a more secure America.  The DOE user facilities host more than 18,000 research scientists from universities, industry and government from a wide range of fields.   DOE’s science programs played a vital role in starting both the Internet and the Human Genome Project, and researchers in these programs continue to work towards energy independence and maintaining our scientific leadership.

Yet, for more than a decade, Office of Science has suffered from flat or declining funding.  The Office of Science has been able to fund only one in ten meritorious research proposals, while its sister agencies, the NIH and NSF, fund one in three.  National laboratories are in desperate need of repairs and improvements, and key research opportunities are being lost.  

Both the Senate and the House have authorized increases in their comprehensive energy bills that match or exceed the House Energy and Water appropriations for the Office of Science. Please urge your colleagues in the appropriations conference to transform the H.R. 6 policy directives into appropriations realities.  

